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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the foUov/mg reasons: 
Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



Claims Nos.: 

because tliey relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacldng (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international ^plication, as follows: 
(See extra sheet.) 
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 

As ail searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, diis Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4.[x] 

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1—4 
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□ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

□ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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There must exist a special technical feature so linking a group of 
inventions of claims as to form a single general inventive concept in 
order that the group of inventions may satisfy the requirement of unity 
of invention. Hovjever^ the group of inventions of claims 1-37 are linked 
only by the technical feature that . .comprises a memory medium capable 
of holding information^ control unit for recording information in the 
memory medium, and a sensing element for reading information from the 
memory medium, and the sensing element is independent of the memory 
mediim" . 

However, this technical feature cannot be a special technical feature 
since it is disclosed inprior art dociaments such as JP 57-68092 A (Hitachi, 
Ltd.) 26 April, 1982 (26.04.82). 

Therefore, there exists no special technical feature so linking the 
group of inventions of claims 1-37 as to form a single general inventive 
concept . Consequently, it appears that the group of inventions of claims 
1-37 do not satisfy the requirement of unity of invention. Therefore, 
the inventions of claims 1-37 are divided into two groups of inventions: 
the inventions of claims 1-27, 29-34, 36, 37; and the inventions of claims 
28, 35. ' 

• Further examining the group of inventions of claims 2-27> 29-34, 36, 
37 referring to claim 1, the inventions are linked only by the technical 
feature that "the memory medium is a magnetic body, the control unit 
has a first magnetic field generating section for varying the magnetized 
state of the magnetic body by applying a magnetic field to the magnetic 
body, and the sensing element is disposed near the magnetic body and 
has a magnetic-to-electric conversion section having an electric 
characteristic varying with the magnetized state of the magnetic body". 
However, this technical feature cannot be a special technical feature 
since it is disclosed in the above mentioned prior art document. 

Therefore, there exists no special technical feature so linking the 
group of inventions of claims 2-27, 29-34, 36, 37 as to form a single 
•general inventive concept. Consequently, it appears that the inventions 
of claims 2-27, 29-34, 36, 37 do not satisfy the requirement of unity 
of invention. 

Therefore, the inventions of claims 2-27, 29-34, 36, 37 are apparently 
divided into fifteen groups of inventions: the inventions of claims 2-6, 
26, 27, 32-34; the inventions of claims 7-18; the inventions of claims 
19-25; and the inventions of 29-31, 36, 37. 

Further examining the group of inventions of claims 3-6, 26, 27, 32-34 
referring to claim 2, the inventions are linked only by the technical 
feature that "the magnetic-to-electric conversion section includes a 
magnetic-to-electric conversion element having an electrical 
characteristic varying with the state of the magnetic field to be sensed, 
and the magnetic-to-electric conversion element is disposed near the 
magnetic body so as to sense the magnetic flux generated by the magnetic 
body" . 

However, this technical feature cannot be a special technical feature 
since it is disclosed in the above mentioned prior art document. 

Therefore, there exists no special technical feature so linking the 
group of inventions of claims 3-6, 26, 27, 32-34 as to form a single 
general inventive concept. Consequently, it appears that the inventions - 
of claims 3-6, 26, 27, 32-34 do not satisfy the requirement of unity 
of invention. 

Therefore, the inventions of claims 3-6, 26, 27, 32-34 are divided 
into three groups of inventions: the inventions of claims 3, 4; the 
inventions of claims 5, 6, 26, 27; (Continued to extra sheet.) 
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and the inventions of claims 32-34. 

Consequently-;, this international application . contains eighteen 
groups of inventions: the inventions of claims 1-4; the inventions of 
claims 5^ 6r 26 r 27; the invention of claim 7; the invention of claim 
8; the invention of claim 9; the invention of claim 10; the invention 
of claim 11; the invention of claim 12; the invention of claim 13; the 
invention of claim 14; the invention of claim 15; the invention of claim 
16; the invention of claim 17; the invention of'claim 18; the inventions 
of claims 19-25; the inventions of claims 29-31, 36, 37; the inventions 
of claims* 28, 35; and the inventions of claims 32-34. 
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